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Ms. Dianne L. Watts (South Surrey—White Rock, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the Liberal budget indicates that all public transportation money given to
communities will be based on ridership numbers. This means that communities with
underdeveloped public transit will receive less funds than those communities with robust,
developed public infrastructure. It is precisely those communities that do not have adequate
public transit that need those funds the most.
Will the minister amend the statement in the budget to reflect this reality and support small
and rapidly growing communities across Canada?
Hon. Amarjeet Sohi (Minister of Infrastructure and Communities, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, we are proud to make historic investments in public transit, including $3.4 billion
in the first phase. The money will go where the money is needed to repair, to rehabilitate, and to
modernize existing infrastructure across 100 communities in Canada.
Money is also available under the new gas tax to restart and rebuild new systems.
Ms. Dianne L. Watts (South Surrey—White Rock, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, public transit is one of the most important infrastructure needs for Canadian
communities.
Last fall the Liberals made numerous promises in order to get elected. We heard those
promises, and they have delivered on none.
The minister talks about fast-tracking public transit projects, but all we are seeing is road
repair and data collection. Could the minister tell Canadians when they can expect to see the
funding for new transit projects?

Hon. Amarjeet Sohi (Minister of Infrastructure and Communities, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, never in my recent memory have we seen the kind of support our budget has
received from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, from mayors across this country, from
provinces and territories. They understand that we work in partnership and collaboration with
them. Our investments in transit, social infrastructure, and green infrastructure are going to
make a real difference in building the kinds of communities they want.
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