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Ms. Dianne L. Watts (South Surrey—White Rock, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I would like to rise on a point of personal privilege.
I know that there have been times in all of our lives when we have done things we wish we
had not, when we have said things that we wish we had not, and there have been times when
we wish we could take back the words or the actions that have caused pain or hurt in others.
However, there have also been times that have actually effected change. I believe today is
that day, and I hope that through the process over the past number of days we have learned
and have a deeper understanding and move forward in a way that teaches us all. Moments like
these are moments of opportunity, moments of teaching, and moments of learning, and if we
can all learn lessons, then we are well served.
I thank my colleague for his apology and his teaching. I would also ask that he apologize to
the committee members and staff, and then I ask that we move on. This is a teaching moment
for all of us, so I thank the member for providing the opportunity for growth, for understanding,
and for learning.
Mr. Nicola Di Iorio (Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I have assured the hon. member for South Surrey—White Rock more than once
that in no way were my comments meant to offend or harass her and that if they did, then I was
deeply sorry. I offered her my most sincere apologies. Today, in the House, I wish to reassure
the hon. member once again that my comments were not meant to harass or offend her.

Nevertheless, I wish to stand before all my colleagues in the House of Commons to reiterate
my most sincere apologies to the hon. member for South Surrey—White Rock. I would like us to
carry on working, as I have throughout my career, with the utmost respect and collegiality.
The Speaker:
I thank the hon. member for South Surrey—White Rock for raising this question of privilege.
I thank the hon. member for Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel for offering an apology.
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