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Rail Safety Report Tabled in the House of Commons 
 
June 16, 2016 

Ottawa 

 

The final report by the Committee on Transport, Infrastructure and Communities on Rail Safety was tabled in the House of Commons last month. This report studied various 

aspects of rail safety in Canada, including my motion on the BNSF railway that runs through South Surrey ð White Rock.  

 

I was very pleased to see my fellow Committee members from all parties engaged on the issues facing our riding. Trains blocking access in and out of a community, as well as 

environmental impacts such as destabilization of slopes, are very serious issues that affect many communities across this country. The Committee looked at the BNSF railway in 

South Surrey ï White Rock as a case study for these issues. Some members of the Committee also travelled to Lac-M®gantic to get a firsthand account of the ongoing issues 

following the disaster in 2013, as part of the Committeeôs other case study in the report. 

 

Out of the 19 recommendations included in the report, two pertain directly to my motion and the BNSF case study:   

 

1. Developing legislation or regulatory measures to require rail companies to develop and implement plans that mitigate environmental impacts on railways, such as 

ongoing destabilization of slopes, mudslides, flooding, extreme weather conditions, and floodplain issues; 

2. That rail companies be required to provide real time knowledge of dangerous goods to first responders, and to develop ways of delivering this information to remote 

communities who do not have cellular or broadband access. 

The Committee heard from witnesses from BNSF, the City of Surrey, and an expert witness on the White Rock perspective. The Canadian Transportation Safety Board also 

appeared in order to discuss the regulations surrounding rail relocation, among other issues. 

 

A full copy of the Report is available on the Transport Committeeôs website: http://www.parl.gc.ca/Committees/en/TRAN/Work.  

 

150th Anniversary of the First Meeting on Parliament Hill 
 
June 08, 2016 

Ottawa 

 

On June 8, 1866, the first meeting of the Legislature of the Province of Canada occurred in the original Parliament Buildings in Ottawa. This meeting focused on the future of 

Canada, and would eventually lead to the British North America Act and Confederation. Before this meeting, a photograph was taken to commemorate this event.   

 

On June 8, 2016, MPs and Senators from all sides of the aisle met for a family photo to commemorate the event. See both the original photo, and its recreation 150 years later 

below!  

 

You can find a high resolution version of the photo on the Parliament of Canadaôs website: http://www.parl.gc.ca/About.aspx?Language=E  

First meeting on Parliament Hill June 8, 1866 Recreation of the photograph on Parliament Hill June 8, 2016 
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 Dianne Watts, Member of Parliament  

Dianne Watts, MP 

 

Bill C-14: Medical Assistance in Dying 
 

 

As your representative in Ottawa, it is important that I am continuously engaging and consulting with all the citizens in my riding on issues that affect our 

society. Medical Assistance in Dying is a once in a generation issue that cannot be taken too lightly.  

 

So I want to express my thanks to all constituents who took the time to send me their feedback on the issue of medical assistance in dying. Whether it was 

writing me a letter or email, whether it was through the online survey on my website, or whether it was via the submission form included in my Spring 

Householder ð I appreciated everyoneôs comments and insight. 

 

Based on the feedback that I received, a few things became clear to me. While Canada must have laws in place to ensure access to medical assistance in dying, as 

deemed by the Supreme Court, there also needs to be very stringent safeguards in place to protect vulnerable Canadians and the conscience rights of doctors and 

medical practitioners who do not wish to assist someone who makes this choice.  

 

Bill C-14, in its original form, did not have adequate safeguards. In the House of Commons, nine amendments were proposed by members from both the 

Conservative and NDP parties. These amendments included:  

 

¶ A requirement that a patient be given full knowledge of palliative care options prior to making a request for medical assistance in dying. 

¶ Anyone with underlying mental health issues would be required to have a psychiatric assessment to confirm a persons capacity to consent. 

¶ Requiring prior review by a competent legal authority to protect interests of an individual seeking assisted dying. 

¶ Giving conscience protection to medical practitioners, doctors, nurse practitioners, pharmacists, and other health providers and institutions that 

refuse to provide direct or indirect medical assistance in dying. It would also protect them from any sanctions under any act of Parliament. 

 

The Liberal Government voted down every amendment proposed by all parties to this bill, including the ones I have listed above. The Liberals have also 

committed themselves to review, within 180 days, the inclusion of mature minors and those suffering from mental health issues under this legislation.  

 

All safeguards for these vulnerable Canadians proposed by Opposition Parties were not supported by the Liberal Government. This concerned me greatly.  

 

It was because of these lack of safeguards that I could not support the existing legislation.  

 

The Senate made several significant amendments to this legislation, but none of the above amendments proposed in the House of Commons were part of the 

changes made.  The amendment relating to palliative care proposed by the Senate was watered down in the House and now makes palliative care only one of the 

options presented to those looking for medical assistance in dying.  The House of Commons amended several of the Senateôs amendments, and struck down 4 

others.  

 

The bill received Royal Assent and became law on June 17, 2016.  

 

You can view the full version of the final bill here: http://www.parl.gc.ca/content/hoc/Bills/421/Government/C-14/C-14_4/C-14_4.PDF 

 

Liberal Government Refuses to Recognize  

Actions of ISIS as Genocide 
 
June 14, 2016 

Ottawa 

 

The atrocities currently being committed by ISIS in the Middle East are an 

abomination. In light of this, the Conservative Party introduced a motion calling on 

the Government to recognize the acts committed by ISIS as genocide.  

 

I spoke about the 50 mass graves uncovered in Iraq, the 19 young girls who were 

burned alive in cages, and the over 3500 Yezidi women and girls who are currently 

being held and either used as sex slaves or sold in the human trafficking markets. 

Some are as young as 6 years old.   

 

The European Parliament, The British Parliament, the US Commission on International Religious Freedom, the Vatican, and the US House of Representatives all agree that the 

atrocities committed by ISIS is genocide. Canada is a signatory on the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide that has been adopted by the UN 

General Assembly. All the actions required for the definition of genocide by this Convention have been violated by ISIS.  

 

The Opposition Parties in Canada and the rest of the democratic international community can clearly see that the actions undertaken by ISIS are genocide. Despite the 

Conservative Party, the NDP, and the Bloc Qu®b®cois all voting in favour of this motion, the Liberal Government voted against this motion on June 14 ð making Canada a 

standalone figure on this issue on the international stage. 

 

Changes to Canadaôs National Anthem 
 
June 15, 2016 

Ottawa 

 

Liberal MP Mauril B®langerôs Bill C-210 has passed, which means the lyrics to 

Canadaôs National Anthem, ñO Canadaò, have officially changed to become gender 

neutral. This bill modifies the lyrics from "in all thy sons command" to "in all of us 

command." This is considered by many to be MP B®langerôs legacy bill, after he was 

diagnosed with ALS following the fall election. 

 

As this bill modified a significant piece of Canadaôs culture and history, I felt it 

important to consult with my constituents before making a choice on how to vote 

upon this legislation. When polling constituents, nearly 90% of respondents wanted to 

keep the anthem in itôs current form. Due to this overwhelming desire against making 

any changes, I could not offer my support to this bill.  

Dianne Watts met with the Yezidi Human Rights Organization International in 

Ottawa on June 14, along with fellow Conservative MPs Jason Kenney, Deepak 

Obhrai, Harold Albrecht, and Rachael Harder. 
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ELECTORAL REFORM  
 
The Liberal government wants to change the way Canadians elect their representatives. They have struck a committee of politicians 

to determine that process. 

 

Conservatives are calling for a national referendum because we believe Canadians, not politicians, should get to make that 

decision. Do you agree?  

 
  YES, I want  Canada  to  have a referendum on electoral reform:   
 
 
  NO, I do not want Canada to have a referendum on electoral reform:  

Fairness in Charitable  

Gifts Act Fails to Pass  
June 8, 2016 

Ottawa 
 

Bill C-239, introduced by Conservative MP Ted Falk, was defeated in the House by 

Liberal and NDP Members in early  June.  

 

Today, federal tax credits issued for political donations far exceed the federal tax 

credits issued for donations to registered charities in Canada. To fix this imbalance, 

MP Ted Falk introduced Bill C-239 which would allow registered charities to provide 

their donors with the same generous donation receipts that donors receive from 

political parties.  

 

However, Liberal and NDP Members of Parliament voted down these changes and 

prevented this levelling of the playing field.  

 

I was very disappointed with this decision, as I feel that Canadians giving to charities 

should - at minimum - receive the same tax credits they get for donations to their 

political party of choice. 

Support for a National Strategy for  

Alzheimerôs Disease and Other Dementias 
June 8, 2016 

Ottawa 
 

There are nearly 750,000 Canadians currently living with Alzheimerôs or other forms 

of dementia.   

 

On June 8, I was proud to stand in the House and speak in support of Conservative 

MP Rob Nicholsonôs Bill C-233, calling for the development and implementation of 

a National Strategy for Alzheimerôs Disease and Other Dementias.  

 

It is critical that we develop and implement a National Strategy not only for those 

who are currently suffering, but also for those who are yet to come and for those who 

care for loved ones affected by these diseases.  

 

Early detection, research, collaboration, and partnerships remain key to early 

diagnosis and treatment, and to ultimately finding a cure. This is the first step of 

many in combatting these diseases, and I look forward to working with Members on 

all sides of the House on this issue.  

 

A video of my full speech can be seen here: 

https://www.facebook.com/DianneLWatts1/videos/1024472820954508/   

 

Keynote Speaker at the Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities Annual Conference  
June 3, 2016 
Winnipeg 

 

I was honoured to attend the FCMôs 2016 Annual Conference and Tradeshow in my 

role as the Official Opposition Critic for Infrastructure and Communities, and deliver 

a keynote address on behalf of the Official Opposition Leader, the Hon. Rona 

Ambrose. Fellow keynote speakers at the conference included Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau, Thomas Mulcair, and Elizabeth May. 

 

I was pleased to speak on the building of the infrastructure foundation in this country 

and moving forward. Over the last ten years, funding for infrastructure has increased 

from $500 million a year in 2005, to over $5 billion a year in 2015. This is a record 

that I was proud to highlight, and that I hope the Liberals will continue to build upon. 

In the 2016 budget, the Liberals announced an additional $11.9 billion of 

infrastructure spending over the next 5 years to supplement the money from the 

existing and ongoing funding from Conservative programs. This existing funding  

from Conservative programs will total approximately $25 billion over the next 5 

years.  

 

National Organ Donor Registry Bill Defeated 
 
June 15, 2016 

Ottawa 

 

I was pleased to offer my support to Conservative MP Ziad Aboultaifôs Bill C-223, 

calling for the establishment of a National Organ Donor Registry. 

 

Each year, more than 200 Canadians die waiting for an organ transplant. Over 90% of 

Canadians support organ donation but less than 25% have made plans to do so. There 

is no consistency among provinces in the number of citizens who have indicated they 

wish to be a donor. Some provinces have large percentages of donors, and others have 

very small percentages of donors.  

 

The goal of this bill was to create a national registry and  coordinate a streamlined   

approach to organ donation across this country. This is a  non-partisan issue that 

affects all Canadians from coast to coast to coast. 

 

The entire Conservative, Green, and NDP caucuses voted in favour of this bill, along 

with just 6 Liberals, for a total of 131 Yeas. The remaining 163 Liberal MPs and 8 

Bloc Quebecois MPs voted against this bill ð causing it to unfortunately be defeated.  

Dianne Watts delivers her keynote address at the FCM Annual Conference in Winnipeg on June 3, 2016. 


